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N° 62                           Sankt Augustin, December 2020 
 

We would like to remind our readers that, strictly speaking, we are not reviewing the books and articles presented here 

(in the sense of giving a critical assessment of their contents) but intend to draw the readersô attention to the 

publications that are of particular interest for those who are engaged with both ï anthropology and mission. The 

material in the bulletin partly consists of quotes taken from the presented books and articles. 

 

 

Review of Books 
(by Vinsenius Adi Gunawan and Othmar Gächter) 

 

 

Moser, Paul K., and Chad Meister (eds.): The Cam-

bridge Companion to Religious Experience. Cam-

bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020. 339 pp. 

ISBN 978-1-108-45911-2 (pbk) 

 

For centuries, theologians and philosophers, among 

others, have examined the nature of religious experi-

ence. Students and scholars unfamiliar with the vast 

literature face a daunting task in grasping the main 

issues surrounding the topic of religious experience. 

ñThe Cambridge Companion to Religious Experienceò 

offers an original introduction to its topic. Going be-

yond an introduction, it is a state-of-the-art overview 

of the topic, with critical analyses of and creative in-

sights into its subject. Religious experience is dis-

cussed from various interdisciplinary perspectives, 

from religious perspectives inside and outside tradi-

tional monotheistic religions, and from various topical 

perspectives.  

Paul Moser and Chad Meister: This book exam-

ines the nature, scope, context, and significance or 

religious experience, in search of a good explanation. 

In doing so, it raises many questions about religious 

experience that are important to religious studies, phi-

losophy, theology, psychology, sociology, and history. 

This introduction clarifies some of these questions. 

 

 

Aug®, Marc, Jean-Paul Colleyn, Catherine de Clip-

pel et Jean-Pierre Dozon: Vivre avec les dieux. Sur 

le terrain de lôanthropologie visuelle. Paris: £ditions 

de la Maison des sciences de lôhomme, 2019. 303 pp. 

ISBN 978-2-7351-2437-4 (pbk) 

V®ritable ®dition multim®dia, associant films, photo-

graphies et textes, ñVivre avec les dieuxò constitue ¨ 

la fois le carnet de tournage dôune s®rie de films docu-

mentaires et un ensemble de r®flexions sur lôhistoire 

r®cente de lôanthropologie, ¨ travers la place quôy ont 

occup® la religion, la maladie et lôimage. La s®rie 

comprend cinq films en DVD, r®alis®s entre 1984 et 

1993, et tourn®s entre lôAfrique de lôOuest et lôAm®-

rique du Sud: ñNôkpiti, la rancune et le proph¯teò, 

ñProph¯tes en leur paysò, ñLes Dieux-objetsò, ñLes 

Esprits dans la villeò et ñLa Nuit des Indiens pum®.ò  

N®e de la collaboration de trois anthropologues 

fran­ais et de la photographe et productrice Catherine 

de Clippel, cette s®rie documentaire explore diff®rents 

ph®nom¯nes religieux dont les similarit®s (posses-

sions, dispositifs th®rapeutiques, etc.) se r®pondent 

par-del¨ leurs sp®cificit®s contextuelles. Filmant tour ¨ 

tour des figures proph®tiques ivoriennes, des cultes 

vodu au Togo, des rituels c®l®brant les divinit®s br®si-

liennes connues sous le nom de caboclos et les c®r®-

monies du T»h® des Indiens pum® au Venezuela, 

ñVivre avec les dieuxò croise ainsi, de mani¯re unique, 

anthropologie visuelle, anthropologie de la maladie et 

anthropologie religieuse. 

Si cet ouvrage contribue ¨ raconter le passage 

dôune ethnographie textuelle ¨ une anthropologie visu-

elle, il permet ®galement dôinterroger la notion de 

repr®sentation, ¨ la fois dans la recherche scientifique 

et dans le cin®ma documentaire, et ce plus particu-

li¯rement ¨ partir de lô®tude du fait religieux, o½ 

lôimage comme la mise en sc¯ne jouent un r¹le de tout 

premier plan. 
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Berner, Ulrich: Religionswissenschaft (historisch ori-

entiert). Gºttingen: Vandenhoek & Ruprecht Verlage, 

2020. 456 pp. ISBN 978-3-8252-5297-7 (pbk) 

 

Dieses Buch bietet einen in mehrfacher Hinsicht neu-

en Ansatz: Es ist thematisch aufgebaut und die Aus-

wahl der Themen orientiert sich am aktuellen Reli-

gionsdiskurs ï so werden z.B. Thesen zur (In)Toleranz 

der (monotheistischen) Religionen ebenso behandelt 

wie Thesen zur (Un)Vereinbarkeit von Religion und 

(Natur)Wissenschaft. Die Auseinandersetzung mit die-

sen Diskursen erfolgt im Rahmen einer historisch ori-

entierten Religionswissenschaft, die keine Aussagen 

¿ber das Wesen einer Religion macht, sondern das Ne-

beneinander widerspr¿chlicher Auslegungen zur Dar-

stellung bringt. Das Material entstammt ¿berwiegend 

der europªischen Religionsgeschichte, doch gibt es in 

jedem Kapitel auch einen Exkurs, der Vergleichsbei-

spiele aus nicht-europªischen Religionen bringt. Die 

historischen Betrachtungen enthalten ausgiebige Zitate 

aus den Quellen, um Ansatzpunkte f¿r eine kritische 

Auseinandersetzung und Anregungen f¿r die eigene 

Lekt¿re zu geben. 

 

 

Mambelli, Anna, and Valentina Marchetto (eds.): 

Naming the Sacred. Religious Toponymy in History, 

Theology, and Politics. Gºttingen: V&R unipress, 

2019. 230 pp. ISBN 978-3-95650-636-9 (pbk) 

 

At what point is a place perceived as holy? And when 

does it become officially so in its definition? Inspired 

by the UNESCO debate and decisions made concern-

ing holy places, the authors seek answers to these 

questions. ñNaming the Sacredò is a diachronic excur-

sus into the issues of perception and denomination of 

holy places. The volume examines historical cases in 

which names and places have been modified or liter-

ally eliminated and others where places were subjects 

to policies of protection and tutelage. The work apper-

tains to an ongoing, evolving global debate where the 

challenge of the reciprocal recognition of holy sites 

has become increasingly complex. 

 

 

Giordan, Giuseppe, and Adam Possamai (eds.): The 

Social Scientific Study of Exorcism in Christianity. 

Cham: Springer Nature, 2020. 244 pp. ISBN 978-3-

030-43172-3 (hbk) 

 

This book presents an academic analysis of exorcism 

in Christianity. It not only explores the crisis and dra-

ma of a single individual in a fight against demonic 

possession but also looks at the broader implications 

for the society in which the possessed lives. In recog-

nition of this, coverage includes case studies from 

various geographical areas in Europe, North and South 

America, and Oceania.   

The contributors explore the growing significance 

of the rite of exorcism, both in its more structured 

format within traditional Christian religions as well as 

in the less controlled and structured forms in the rites 

of deliverance within Neopentecostal movements. 

They examine theories on the interaction between reli-

gion, magic, and science to present new and ground-

breaking data on exorcism.  

The fight against demonic possession underlines 

the way in which changes within the religious field, 

such as the rediscovery of typical practices of popular 

religiosity, challenge the expectations of the theory of 

secularization. This book argues that if possession is a 

threat to the individual and to the equilibrium of the 

social order, the ritual of exorcism is able to re-estab-

lish a balance and an order through the power of the 

exorcist. This does not happen in a social vacuum but 

in a consumer culture where religious groups market 

themselves against other faiths. 

 

 

Sansi, Roger (ed.): The Anthropologist as Curator. 

London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2020. 244 pp. ISBN 

978-1-350-08190-1 (hbk) 

 

Why do contemporary art curators define their work 

as ethnography? How can curation illuminate the prac-

tice of contemporary anthropology? Does anthropol-

ogy risk disappearing as a specific discipline within 

the general model of the curatorial? ñThe Anthropol-

ogist as Curatorò collects the research of international 

scholars working at the intersection of anthropology 

and contemporary art in order to explore these ques-

tions. The essays in the book challenge what it means 

to do ethnographic work, as well as the very definition 

of the discipline of anthropology in confrontation with 

the model of the curatorial. 

The contributors examine these ideas from a 

variety of angles, and the book includes perspectives 

from anthropologists who have set up their own ex-

hibitions; those who have conducted fieldwork on the 

arts, including participatory practices, digital images 

and sound; and contributors who are currently work-

ing in a curatorial capacity at a museum. With case 

studies from the USA, Canada, Germany, Brazil, Me-

xico, India, and Japan, the book represents an inter-

national perspective. 

 

 

Laplante, Julie, Ari Gandsman, and Willow Scobie 

(eds.): Search after Method. Sensing, Moving, and 

Imagining in Anthropological Fieldwork. New York: 

Berghahn Books, 2020. 259 pp. ISBN 978-1-78920-

883-2 (hbk) 

 

Reigniting a tradition of learning by experience, 

ñSearch after Methodò is a plea for livelier forms of 

anthropology. The anthropologists in the collection re-

count their experiences of working in the field, framed 

within a range of anthropological debates. The book 

thus provides accounts of lived experiences from both 

extensive and contemporary fieldwork as well as 
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offering solutions for how to evolve the art of anthro-

pological research beyond what is currently imagined. 

 

 

Kersten, Carool: Contemporary Thought in the Mus-

lim World. Trends, Themes, and Issues. New York: 

Routledge, 2019. 228 pp. ISBN 978-0-415-85508-2 

(pbk) 

 

This book presents an intellectual history of todayôs 

Muslim world, surveying contemporary Muslim think-

ing in its various manifestations, addressing a variety 

of themes that impact on the lives of present-day 

Muslims. 

Focusing on the period from roughly the late 

1960s to the first decade of the twenty-first century, 

the book is global in its approach and offers an over-

view of different strands of thought and trends in the 

development of new ideas, distinguishing between tra-

ditional, reactionary, and progressive approaches. It 

presents a variety of themes and issues including: The 

continuing relevance of the legacy of traditional Is-

lamic learning as well as the use of reason; the central-

ity of the Qurôan; the spiritual concerns of contempo-

rary Muslims; political thought regarding secularity, 

statehood, and governance; legal and ethical debates; 

related current issues like human rights, gender equal-

ity, and religious plurality; as well as globalization, 

ecology and the environment, bioethics, and life scien-

ces. 

An alternative account of Islam and the Muslim 

world today, counterbalancing narratives that empha-

size politics and confrontations with the West, this 

book is an essential resource for students and scholars 

of Islam. 

Ebrahim Moosa: Carool Kersten captures a breath-

takingly vast canvas of Islamic thought in a brilliant, 

effortless, and digestible manner in this book... The 

author dissects the critical debates and offers the read-

er a valuable and informative read.  

 

 

Magout, Mohammad: A Reflexive Islamic Moder-

nity. Academic Knowledge and Religious Subjectivity 

in the Global Ismaili Community. Baden-Baden: Er-

gon Verlag, 2020. 230 pp. ISBN 978-3-95650-636-9 

(pbk) 

 

Nizari Ismailis are one of most active Muslim commu-

nities in academic education and knowledge produc-

tion in the fields of Islamic studies and humanities. 

For this purpose, the community runs two academic 

institutions based in London: The Institute of Ismaili 

Studies and the Institute for the Study of Muslim Civi-

lizations. Drawing on sociological approaches to 

religion and knowledge, this study examines the aca-

demic discourse of these two institutes and the reli-

gious subjectivities of their international body of stu-

dents. It shows that the Ismaili community is navigat-

ing challenges along three axes: its relationship to 

secular modernity, to mainstream Islam, and to itself 

(its own history and identity). The Ismaili response to 

this three-dimensional challenge is interpreted as a 

process of reflexive modernization, whereby Islam is 

discursively reconceptualized as culture rather than 

religion and uncertainty is internalized into individual 

religious subjectivity. 

 

 

Luithle-Hardenberg, Andrea, John E. Cort, and 

Leslie C. Orr: Cooperation, Contribution, and Con-

testation. The Jain Community, Colonialism, and Jai-

nological Scholarship, 1800ï1950. Berlin: EB-Verlag, 

2020. 615 pp.  ISBN 978-3-86893-316-1 (hbk) 

 

The relationships of the Jains with colonial adminis-

trators, Western scholars, and missionaries between 

1800 and 1950 were marked by both competition and 

cooperation, as they interacted in economic, political, 

intellectual, and religious spheres. This volume traces 

these encounters and examines the contributions to the 

history of Jain studies made by Jain and non-Jain Indi-

ans through their collaborations with Western schol-

ars. The book is divided into three sections. The first 

considers the engagement on the part of European 

missionaries and Orientalists, and British colonial offi-

cials, with Jains and Jainism from the eighteenth cen-

tury to the early twentieth century. The second focuses 

on the changing dynamics of identities within the Jain 

community during the nineteenth century, brought 

about through their mercantile, entrepreneurial, phil-

anthropic, and legal activities. The final section maps 

the trajectory of Jainological studies undertaken by 

German, Italian, American, and Indian scholars from 

the second half of the nineteenth century into the early 

twentieth century. Taken together, these chapters make 

an important interdisciplinary contribution to scholar-

ly understanding of the Jainsô situation as a religious 

minority. 

 

 

Kreyenbroek, Philip. G, and Yiannis Kanakis: ñGod 

First and Lastò. Religious Traditions and Music of the 

Yaresan of Guran. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 

2020. 202 pp. ISBN 978-3-447-11424-0 (pbk) 

 

The Yaresan or Ahl-e Haqq are a relatively large mi-

nority group whose religion originates in the border 

regions between Iran and Iraq. As members of traditio-

nal Yaresan communities are becoming more visible in 
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the West, both as diaspora groups and in academia, 

there is an increasing demand for reliable information 

about their background. Academic interest is also 

growing. Recent scholarly publications, however, tend 

to assume a fundamental knowledge of the Yaresan 

tradition, which is not easy to glean from existing 

sources. This is made more complicated by the very 

real differences between the European world view and 

that of traditional Yarsanism. 

For that reason and because music plays an unu-

sually prominent role in Yaresan observance, it was 

decided to combine the authorsô work on religious 

traditions and music respectively in two volumes. In 

doing so the religious realities of the traditional Yare-

san of the Guran region is communicated by quoting 

extensively from interviews with community mem-

bers. The first volume also offers a survey of other 

religious traditions that are thought to have been in-

fluential in shaping modern Yarsanism. 

 

 

Payton, Joanne: Honor and the Political Economy of 

Marriage. Violence against Women in the Kurdistan 

Region of Iraq. New Brunswick: Rutgers University 

Press, 2020. 186 pp. ISBN 978-1-9788-0171-4 (pbk) 

 

ñHonorò is used as a justification for violence perpe-

trated against women and girls considered to have vio-

lated social taboos related to sexual behavior. Several 

ñhonorò-based murders of Kurdish women, such as 

Fadime Sahindal, Banaz Mahmod, and Duôa Khalil 

Aswad, and campaigns against ñhonorò-based vio-

lence by Kurdish feminists have drawn international 

attention to this phenomenon within Kurdish commu-

nities. 

This book provides a description of ñhonorò-based 

violence that focuses upon the structure of the family 

rather than the perpetratorôs culture. The author, 

Joanne Payton, argues that within societies primarily 

organized by familial and marital connections, wom-

enôs ñhonorò is a form of symbolic capital within a 

ñpolitical economyò in which marriage organizes in-

tergroup connections. 

Drawing on statistical analysis of original data 

contextualized with historical and anthropological 

readings, Payton explores forms of marriage and their 

relationship to ñhonorò, sketching changing norms 

around the familial control of women from agrarian/ 

pastoral roots to the contemporary era. 

Lina Fruzzetti: ñHonor and the Political Economy 

of Marriageò underlies ambitious narratives regarding 

the rights of women in marriage and formation of 

alliance, women offered as gifts to form and continue 

alliances. This rich text dialogues with a global 

comparative approach analyzing the giving and re-

ceiving of women in various contexts, providing a 

survey of types of marriages and cultural significance 

of women as commodity within the lens of marriages 

and what unions entail. 

 

 

Hemmasi, Farzaneh: Tehrangeles Dreaming. Inti-

macy and Imagination in Southern Californiaôs Iranian 

Pop Music. Durham and London: Duke University 

Press, 2020. 254 pp. ISBN 978-1-4780-0790-6 (pbk) 

 

Los Angeles, called Tehrangeles because it is home to 

the largest concentration of Iranians outside of Iran, is 

the birthplace of a distinctive form of postrevolutio-

nary pop music. Created by professional musicians 

and media producers fleeing Iranôs revolutionary-era 

ban on ñimmoralò popular music, Tehrangeles pop has 

been a part of daily life for Iranians at home and 

abroad for decades. In ñTehrangeles Dreamingò Far-

zaneh Hemmasi draws on ethnographic fieldwork in 

Los Angeles and musical and textual analysis to exam-

ine how the songs, music videos, and television made 

in Tehrangeles express modes of Iranianness not pos-

sible in Iran. Exploring Tehrangeles pop producersô 

complex commercial and political positioning and the 

histories, sensations, and fantasies their music makes 

available to global Iranian audiences, Hemmasi shows 

how unquestionably Iranian forms of Tehrangeles pop-

ular culture exemplify the manner in which culture, 

media, and diaspora combine to respond to the Iranian 

state and its political transformations. The transnatio-

nal circulation of Tehrangeles culture, she contends, 

transgresses Iranôs geographical, legal, and moral 

boundaries while allowing all Iranians the ability to 

imagine new forms of identity and belonging. 

Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi: In this book, Farzaneh 

Hemmasi offers a novel reading of Iranian exilic pop 

music, raising insightful conceptual questions about 

the notion and significance of pop culture and diaspor-

ic imagination. By taking pop music seriously, she 

opens up a space for conversations about transnational 

networks of artistic production, the construction of na-

tionhood and nationalism, and the politics of identity. 

 

 

Chiovenda, Andrea: Crafting Masculine Selves. Cul-

ture, War, and Psychodynamics in Afghanistan. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2020. 268 pp. ISBN 

978-0-19-007355-8 (hbk) 

 

Against the backdrop of four decades of continuous 

conflict in Afghanistan, the Pashtun male protagonists 

of this book carry out their daily effort to internally 
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negotiate, adjust (if at all), and respond to the very 

strict cultural norms and rules of masculinity that their 

androcentric social environment enjoins on them. Yet, 

in a widespread context of war, displacement, reloca-

tion, and social violence, cultural expectations and 

stringent tenets on how to comport oneself as a ñreal 

manò have a profound impact on the psychological 

equilibrium and emotional dynamics of these indivi-

duals.  

This book is a close investigation into these private 

and at times contradictory aspects of subjectivity. 

Stemming from five years of research in a southeast-

ern province of Afghanistan, it presents a long-term, 

psychodynamic engagement with a select group of 

male Pashtun individuals, which results in a multi-

layered dive not only into their inner lives, but also 

into the cultural and social environment in which they 

live and develop. Behind the screen of what often 

seems like outward conformity, Andrea Chiovenda is 

able to point to areas of strong inner conflict, ambi-

valence, and rebellion, which in turn will serve as the 

seeds for cultural and social change. These dynamics 

play out in a setting in which what was considered 

legitimate and justifiable violence on the battlefield 

has now spilled over into everyday life, even among 

non-combatants. 

Byron Good: This book offers a remarkable 

glimpse into the psychological lives of individual 

Pashtun men, achieving everyday masculinity at a 

time of extraordinary violence in Afghanistan. The 

book reframes our understanding of both Pashtun 

masculinity and the place of psychoanalytic inter-

pretation in the practice of person-centered ethno-

graphy. A rare achievement pointing to new directions 

for psychological anthropology.  

 

Silvio, Teri: Puppets, Gods, and Brands. Theorizing 

the Age of Animation from Taiwan. Honolulu: Uni-

versity of Hawaiói Press, 2019. 287 pp. ISBN 978-0-

8248-8116-0 (pbk) 

The early twenty-first century has seen an explosion 

of animation. Cartoon characters are everywhere ï in 

cinema, television, and video games and as brand lo-

gos. There are new technological objects that seem to 

have lives of their own ï from Facebook algorithms 

that suggest products for us to buy to robots that re-

spond to human facial expressions. The ubiquity of 

animation is not a trivial side-effect of the develop-

ment of digital technologies and the globalization of 

media markets. Rather, it points to a paradigm shift. In 

the last century, performance became a key term in 

academic and popular discourse: The idea that we 

construct identities through our gestures and speech 

proved extremely useful for thinking about many as-

pects of social life. The present volume proposes an 

anthropological concept of animation as a contrast and 

complement to performance: The idea that we con-

struct social others by projecting parts of ourselves out 

into the world might prove useful for thinking about 

such topics as climate crisis, corporate branding, and 

social media. Like performance, animation can serve 

as a platform for comparisons of different cultures and 

historical eras. 

Teri Silvio presents an anthropology of animation 

through a detailed ethnographic account of how cha-

racters, objects, and abstract concepts are invested 

with lives, personalities, and powers ï and how people 

interact with them ï in contemporary Taiwan. The 

practices analyzed include the worship of wooden 

statues of Buddhist and Daoist deities and the recent 

craze for cute vinyl versions of these deities, as well as 

a wildly popular video fantasy series performed by 

puppets. She reveals that animation is, like perfor-

mance, a concept that works differently in different 

contexts, and that animation practices are deeply in-

formed by local traditions of thinking about the rela-

tionships between body and soul, spiritual power and 

the material world. The case of Taiwan, where Chi-

nese traditions merge with Japanese and American 

popular culture, uncovers alternatives to seeing anima-

tion as either an expression of animism or as ñplaying 

God.ò Looking at the contemporary world through the 

lens of animation will help us rethink relationships 

between global and local, identity and otherness, hu-

man and non-human. 

Angela Zito: Teri Silvioôs book is an important and 

original tour-de-force of theorized ethnographic en-

gagement. She convincingly argues that we are in the 

midst of a paradigm shift, which she calls the Age of 

Animation ï a time of giving objects lives of their 

own, a widening of the sense of an agency heretofore 

jealously guarded as the purview of humans alone. 

Her book achieves anthropologyôs Holy Grail: It 

makes surprising connections about the world around 

the reader, rendering legible, in new ways, aspects of 

it that she did not even know she did not understand. 

And this is accomplished via ethnography of a seem-

ingly peripheral place ï Taiwan ï that proves to be 

deeply significant in our globalized world. 

 

Yang, Mayfair Mei-hui: Re-enchanting Modernity. 

Ritual Economy and Society in Wenzhou, China. 

Durham: Duke University Press, 2020. 374 pp. ISBN 

978-1-4780-0827-9 (pbk) 

In ñRe-enchanting Modernityò Mayfair Yang exam-

ines the resurgence of religious and ritual life after 

decades of enforced secularization in the coastal area 



 6 

of Wenzhou, China. Drawing on twenty-five years of 

ethnographic fieldwork, Yang shows how the local 

practices of popular religion, Daoism, and Buddhism 

are based in community-oriented grassroots organiza-

tions that create spaces for relative local autonomy 

and self-governance. Central to Wenzhouôs religious 

civil society is what Yang calls a ñritual economy,ò in 

which an ethos of generosity is expressed through do-

nations to temples, clerics, ritual events, and charities 

in exchange for spiritual gain. With these investments 

in transcendent realms, Yang adopts Georges Batai-

lleôs notion of ñritual expendituresò to challenge the 

idea that rural Wenzhouôs economic development can 

be described in terms of Max Weberôs notion of a 

ñProtestant Ethic.ò Instead, Yang suggests that Wen-

zhouôs ritual economy forges an alternate path to 

capitalist modernity. 

 

 

Rambelli, Fabio (ed.): Spirits and Animism in Con-

temporary Japan. The Invisible Empire. London: 

Bloomsbury Academic, 2019. 240 pp. ISBN 978-1-

350-09709-4 (hbk) 

 

This book draws attention to a striking aspect of con-

temporary Japanese culture: the prevalence of discus-

sions and representations of ñspiritsò (tama or 

tamashii). Ancestor cults have played a central role in 

Japanese culture and religion for many centuries; in 

recent decades, however, other phenomena have ex-

panded and diversified the realm of Japanese animism. 

For example, many manga, anime, TV shows, litera-

ture, and art works deal with spirits, ghosts, or with an 

invisible dimension of reality. International contribu-

tors ask to what extent these are cultural forms created 

by the media for consumption, rather than manifesta-

tions of ñtraditionalò ancestral spirituality in their 

adaptations to contemporary society. 

ñSpirits and Animism in Contemporary Japanò 

considers the modes of representations and the pos-

sible cultural meanings of spirits, as well as the meta-

physical implications of contemporary Japanese ideas 

about spirits. The chapters offer analyses of specific 

cases of ñanimistic attitudesò in which the presence of 

spirits and spiritual forces is alleged and attempt to 

trace cultural genealogies of those attitudes. In parti-

cular, they present various modes of representation of 

spirits (in contemporary art, architecture, visual cul-

ture, cinema, literature, diffuse spirituality) while at 

the same time addressing their underlying intellectual 

and religious assumptions. 

Barbara R. Ambros: In recent years, debates about 

the use of the term ñanimismò have resurfaced as the 

ontological turn has reinvigorated the concept. This 

timely and diverse collection of essays contributes to 

these conversations by interrogating how the concepts 

of animism and spirits have been deployed in modern 

and contemporary Japan. 

 

 

Roque, Ricardo, and Elizabeth G. Traube (eds.): 

Crossing Histories and Ethnographies. Following Co-

lonial Historicities in Timor-Leste. New York: Berg-

hahn Books, 2019. 372 pp. ISBN 978-1-78920-271-7 

(hbk) 

 

The key question for many anthropologists and his-

torians today is not whether to cross the boundary 

between their disciplines, but whether the idea of a 

disciplinary boundary should be sustained. Reinter-

preting the dynamic interplay between archive and 

field, these essays propose a method for mutually pro-

ductive crossings between historical and ethnographic 

research. It engages critically with the colonial pasts 

of indigenous societies and examines how fieldwork 

and archival studies together lead to fruitful insights 

into the making of different colonial historicities. 

Timor-Lesteôs unusually long and in some ways 

unique colonial history is explored as a compelling 

case for these crossings. 

James J. Fox: This is an important book, a valu-

able book, and in many ways, a path-setting book that 

brings together an impressive group of contemporary 

social analysts ï from both a historical and anthro-

pological perspective ï in a focused consideration of 

Timor-Leste. 

 

 

Woodfill, Brent K. S.: War in the Land of True Peace. 

The Fight for Maya Sacred Places. Norman: Univer-

sity of Oklahoma Press, 2019. 304 pp. ISBN 978-0-

8061-6728-2 (pbk) 

 

For the ancient and modern Maya, the landscape is 

ruled by powerful entities in the form of geographic 

features like caves, mountains, springs, and aban-

doned cities ï spirits who must be entreated, through 

visits and rituals, for permission to plant, harvest, 

build, or travel their territories. Consequently, such 

places have served as points of domination and resis-

tance over the millennia ï and nowhere is this truer 

than in Guatemalaôs Northern Transversal Strip, the 

subject of Brent K. S. Woodfillôs ñWar in the Land of 

True Peaceò. 

This strategic region with its wealth of resources ï

fertile soil, petroleum, and the only noncoastal salt in 

the Maya lowlands ï is the site of some of the most 

sacred Maya places, and thus also the focus of some 

of the signal struggles for power in Maya history. In 
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this book Woodfill delves into archaeology, epigraphy, 

ethnohistory, and ethnography to write the biographies 

of several of these places, covering their histories from 

the rise of the Preclassic Maya through the spread of 

transnational corporations in our time. Again and 

again the region, known since Spanish conquest as Ve-

ra Paz, or True Peace, has seen incursion by a foreign 

group ï including the great Maya cities of Tikal and 

Calakmul, the Habsburg Empire, Guatemalan military 

dictatorships, and contemporary corporations ï seek-

ing to expand its power. Each outsider, intentionally or 

not, used the Maya need for access to these places to 

ensure loyalty. And each time, local Maya pushed 

back to reclaim the sacred places for their own. 

David A. Freidel: Brent K. S. Woodfillôs engaging 

and lucid story of the Transversal, the frontier between 

the Guatemalan highlands, home to millions of mod-

ern Maya, and lowlands, home to the famous Classic 

Maya civilization, is exemplary. War in the Land of 

True Peace is worth reading by everyone interested in 

the Maya.  

 

 

Robinaud, Marion: Religieuses et Am®rindiens. An-

thropologie dôune rencontre dans lôouest Canadien. 

Rennes: Presses universitaires de Rennes, 2020. 237 

pp. ISBN 978-2-7535-7887-6 (pbk) 

 

Les missions dô®vang®lisation catholiques aupr¯s des 

populations autochtones nord-am®rindiennes de lôOu-

est canadien, au XIXe si¯cle et au XXe si¯cle, sôoffrent 

¨ la recherche en sciences sociales comme un labora-

toire dôexp®riences de la rencontre interculturelle pro-

pice ¨ lô®tude des processus dôadaptation ¨ lôalt®rit®. 

Missionnaires et missionn®s sôobservent, interagissent 

et construisent une histoire commune. Sur une toile de 

fond teint®e de post-colonialisme, les protagonistes 

sôexpriment au sujet de cette p®riode de cohabitation 

forc®e. Entre individualit®s et collectivit®s, entre m®-

moire et renouveau, la rencontre entre religieuses et 

autochtones se donne ¨ voir. La fabrique de cet espace 

commun est ici abord®e sous lôangle du f®minin, par 

lôinterm®diaire des m®moires f®minines des missions. 

Cet ouvrage propose une mise en confrontation de 

deux cultures en contexte de missions dô®vang®lisa-

tion, et ce, ¨ travers les m®canismes de rencontre dans 

lesquels les constructions culturelles du masculin, du 

f®minin et de la relation entre les sexes ne sont pas 

®trang¯res. 

 

 

Peters, Stefan (Hrsg.): Gewalt und Konfliktbearbei-

tung in Lateinamerika. Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2020. 

235 pp. ISBN 978-3-8487-5729-9 (pbk) 

 

Lateinamerika gibt Rªtsel auf. Hochrangige politische 

Vertreter feiern den Subkontinent gerne als 

Friedensregion. Allerdings stehen solche Slogans in 

einem bemerkenswerten Kontrast zur Alltagsrealitªt. 

Die Region ist durch ein hohes Gewaltniveau gekenn-

zeichnet und f¿hrt seit Jahren die weltweiten Gewalt-

statistiken an, ist aber auch Schauplatz innovativer 

Mechanismen der Konfliktbearbeitung. Dieser Band 

mºchte zur Analyse der Gleichzeitigkeit verbreiteter 

Gewalt und innovativen Ansªtzen zur Konfliktbear-

beitung beitragen. Er nimmt daf¿r eine interdiszipli-

nªre Perspektive ein und beleuchtet aktuelle Dynami-

ken in Lateinamerika anhand verschiedener Fallbei-

spiele, Vergleichsstudien und konzeptioneller Arbei-

ten. 

 

 

Skopyk, Bradley: Colonial Cataclysms. Climate, 

Landscape, and Memory in Mexicoôs Little Ice Age. 

Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 2020. 326 

pp. ISBN 978-0-8165-3996-3 (hbk) 

 

The contiguous river basins that flowed in Tlaxcala 

and San Juan Teotihuacan formed part of the agri-

cultural heart of central Mexico. As the colonial pro-

ject rose to a crescendo in the sixteenth and seven-

teenth centuries, the indigenous farmers of central 

Mexico faced long-term problems standard historical 

treatments had attributed to drought and soil degrada-

tion set off by Old World agriculture. Instead, Bradley 

Skopyk argues that a global climate event called the 

Little Ice Age brought cold temperatures and elevated 

rainfall to the watersheds of Tlaxcala and Teotihuacan. 

With the climatic shift came cataclysmic changes: 

great floods, human adaptations to these deluges, and 

then silted wetlands and massive soil erosion. 

This book chases water and soil across the colonial 

Mexican landscape, through the fields and towns of 

New Spainôs Native subjects, and in and out of some 

of the strongest climate anomalies of the last thousand 

or more years. The pursuit identifies and explains the 

making of two unique ecological crises, the product of 

the interplay between climatic and anthropogenic pro-

cesses. It charts how Native farmers responded to the 

challenges posed by these ecological rifts with crea-

tive use of plants and animals from the Old and New 

Worlds, environmental engineering, and conflict with-

in and beyond the courts. With a new reading of the 

colonial climate and by paying close attention to land, 

water, and agrarian ecologies forged by farmers, 

Skopyk argues that colonial cataclysms ï forged dur-

ing a critical conjuncture of truly unprecedented pro-

portions, a crucible of human and natural forces ï

unhinged the customary ways in which humans orga-

nized, thought about, and used the Mexican environ-

ment. 



 8 

This book inserts climate, earth, water, and eco-

logy as significant forces shaping colonial affairs and 

challenges us to rethink both the environmental con-

sequences of Spanish imperialism and the role of In-

digenous peoples in shaping them. 

Cynthia Radding: (...) This researched study inte-

grates scientific methods for data analysis with histo-

rical methods for the cultural interpretation of diverse 

primary sources to weave a good story. 

 

 

Carballo, David M.: Collision of Worlds. A Deep 

History of the Fall of Aztec Mexico and the Forging of 

New Spain. New York: Oxford University Press, 

2020. 366 pp. ISBN 978-0-19-086435-4 (hbk) 

 

Mexico of five centuries ago was witness to one of the 

most momentous encounters between human societies, 

when a group of Spaniards led by Hernando Cort®s 

joined forces with tens of thousands of Mesoamerican 

allies to topple the mighty Aztec Empire. It served as a 

template for the forging of much of Latin America and 

initiated the globalized world we inhabit today. The 

violent clash that culminated in the Aztec-Spanish war 

of 1519ï21 and the new colonial order it created were 

millennia in the making, entwining the previously in-

dependent cultural developments of both sides of the 

Atlantic. 

ñCollision of Worldsò provides a deep history of 

this encounter, one that considers temporal depth in 

the richly layered cultures of Mexico and Spain, from 

their prehistories to the urban and imperial societies 

they built in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

Leading Mesoamerican archaeologist David Carballo 

offers a unique perspective on these fabled events with 

a focus on the physical world of places and things, 

their similarities and differences in trans-Atlantic per-

spective, and their interweaving in an encounter cha-

racterized by conquest and colonialism, but also resi-

lience on the part of Native peoples. An engrossing 

and sweeping account, ñCollision of Worldsò debunks 

long-held myths and contextualizes the deep roots and 

enduring consequences of the Aztec-Spanish conflict 

as never before. 

David Wengrow: In this remarkable work of com-

parative history and archaeology, David Carballo situ-

ates the Spanish-Mexica wars of the 16th century 

within a parallel account of Iberia and Mesoamerica, 

stretching back into humanityôs deep past. 

 

Binford, Leigh, Lesley Gill, and Steve Striffler 

(eds.): Fifty Years of Peasant Wars in Latin America. 

New York: Berghahn Books, 2020. 220 pp. ISBN 978-

1-78920-561-9 (hbk) 

 

Informed by Eric Wolfôs ñPeasant Wars of the Twen-

tieth Centuryò, published in 1969, this book examines 

selected peasant struggles in seven Latin American 

countries during the last fifty years and suggests the 

continuing relevance of Wolfôs approach. The seven 

case studies are preceded by an introduction in which 

the editors assess the continuing relevance of Wolfôs 

political economy. The book concludes with Gavin 

Smithôs reflection on reading Eric Wolf as a public 

intellectual today. 

Avi Chomsky: The book is quite unique... The con-

cept is original and intriguing and brings together an 

outstanding array of scholars to pursue the questions 

Eric Wolf raised in different Latin American cases. 

 

 

Muttenzer, Frank: Being Ethical among Vezo Peo-

ple. Fisheries, Livelihoods, and Conservation in Ma-

dagascar. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2020. 226 pp. 

ISBN 978-1-4985-9329-8 (hbk) 

 

ñBeing Ethical among Vezo Peopleò analyzes environ-

mental change in reef ecosystems of southwest Mada-

gascar and the impacts of global fishery markets on 

Vezo peopleôs well-being. The ethnography describes 

fishersô changing perceptions of the physical environ-

ment in the context of livelihood and ritual practices 

and discusses their shared understandings of how Vezo 

persons should live. 

Under new marine protected area regulations, each 

village is responsible for managing its octopus fishery 

with a temporal closure. Frank Muttenzer argues that 

localsô willingness to improve well-being does not 

commit them to a conservationist ethos. To cope with 

resource depletion Vezo people migrate to distant re-

source-rich marine frontiers, target fast growing spe-

cies, and perform rituals that purport to affect their 

luck in fishing and marine foraging. But they doubt 

conservationistsô opinion that coral reef ecosystems 

can be managed for sustainable yield. 

The richly documented, elegantly theorized, and 

fresh ethnographic outlook on the Vezo addresses cur-

rent issues in marine ecology and conservation, small-

scale fisheries, and the semiotics of rural livelihoods 

and human well-being, particularly its expression in 

ritual. It will be of strong interest to environmental 

scientists, Madagascar specialists, and anthropology 

generalists alike; particularly those who are interested 

in what the modes of engagement with the environ-

ment of foraging peoples can teach us about the 
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human condition at large, and the nature-culture 

debates in particular.  

Webb Keane: ñBeing Ethical among Vezo Peopleò 

is a thoughtful and original approach to one of the 

most pressing problems on the anthropological agen-

da, peopleôs relations to their environment and the 

threats it faces. It takes the anthropology of ethics into 

fascinating new terrain. 

 

 

Bergstresser, Heinrich: Ghana. Die IV. Republik 

zwischen Vorbild und Mythos (1993ï2018). Frankfurt: 

Brandes & Apsel Verlag, 2019. 255 pp. ISBN 978-3-

95558-252-4 (pbk) 

 

Ghana, the Black Star, gehºrte zu den ersten unab-

hªngigen Staaten Afrikas. Im Kontext der neuen Welt-

ordnung der 1990er Jahre transformierte sich Ghana 

fr¿her als andere diktatorisch und repressiv regierte 

Lªnder des Kontinents in einen demokratisch legiti-

mierten Staat und setzte MaÇstªbe. Heinrich Berg-

stresser schaut auf und hinter das demokratische Sys-

tem der IV. Republik, zeigt seine Stªrken und Schwª-

chen auf und arbeitet vor allem das politºkonomische 

Innenleben Ghanas, aber auch die christliche und isla-

mische ¥kumene und das Verhªltnis zur internatio-

nalen Gemeinschaft heraus. 

 

 

Najoum, Alhassane A.: Les ruptures conjugales en 

Afrique subsaharienne musulmane. Analyse socio-

anthropologique du tashi, de la r®pudiation et du di-

vorce ¨ Niamey, Niger. Paris: LôHarmattan, 2020. 321 

pp. ISBN 978-2-343-20450-5 (pbk) 

 

Ce livre traite de conflits et de ruptures conjugales en 

milieu urbain, et pas seulement de divorce. Il analyse 

les processus, les strat®gies de n®gociations ainsi que 

les syst¯mes de r¯glements de ces conflits et ruptures. 

Pour une meilleure compr®hension de ces ph®no-

m¯nes, outre les actions des couples en conflit, il met 

lôaccent sur lôimplication de trois institutions majeures 

dans les n®gociations de ces conflits et ruptures ¨ Nia-

mey: la famille, des institutions islamiques et les insti-

tutions judiciaires. 

Ainsi, il fournit une interpr®tation rigoureuse et d®-

taill®e des strat®gies des couples en conflit, et celles 

des institutions qui agissent pour les concilier. Dans le 

cadre de ces n®gociations, il montre comment les stra-

t®gies individuelles ou collectives, f®minines et/ou 

masculines, associ®es au pouvoir et aux relations de 

pouvoir, influencent les attitudes et les actions des 

unes et des autres dans lôar¯ne matrimoniale. 

 

Rutert, Britta: Contested Properties. Peoples, Plants, 

and Politics in Post-Apartheid South Africa. Bielefeld: 

transcript Verlag, 2020. 349 pp. ISBN 978-3-8376-

4794-5 (pbk) 

This book deals with the values of medicinal plants 

and associated knowledge(s) in the field of biopro-

specting in post-apartheid South Africa. Bioprospect-

ing, the use of genetic or biological resources for com-

mercial purposes, is a profit-oriented enterprise facing 

new challenges with the rise of human rights and bio-

diversity politics. This new situation has led to claims 

for political leverage made by indigenous communi-

ties, as well as to claims for national and local cultural 

identity and heritage. The picture presented here con-

tributes to the widely discussed yet so far unresolved 

question of how to appropriately share benefits, and 

how to protect indigenous knowledge in this field. 

 

 

Anata, Ambaye Ogato: Synergy of Descent, History, 

and Tradition. Sidama Ethnic Identification. Kºln: 

R¿diger Kºppe Verlag, 2019. 224 pp. ISBN 978-3-

89645-918-3 (pbk) 

 

The Sidama are found in the northeast of the Southern 

Nations, Nationalities and Peopleôs Regional State 

(SNNPRS) of Ethiopia. The bound-aries of the Sida-

ma are the Oromia region in the north, east and 

southeast, the Gedeo zone in the south, and the North 

Omo zone in the west. The Sidamaland is the home of 

the Sidama people and is located about 270 kilometres 

south of Addis Ababa. It stretches north-south along 

the international all-weather road that connects Nairo-

bi (Kenya) to Addis Ababa. The northernmost point of 

the Sidamaland consists of the city of Hawassa, which 

is both the administrative capital of the Sidama zone 

and the SNNPRS capital. As a broad road network 

project that connects Ethiopia with Kenya, the road 

that passes through most territories of the Sidama is 

being asphalted. 

The strong ethnic identification of many Sidama is 

generally evident in Sidamaland and particularly evi-

dent in the city of Hawassa, even to the casual observ-

er. A study of the different factors of ethnic identifi-

cation is warranted to understand how the Sidama 

people view themselves within their ethnic group and 

in relation to other ethnic groups. The vibrant and dis-

tinctive sense of Sidamaness is not a recent pheno-

menon among the Sidama, but rather the historical 

continuation of asserting and reasserting a distinctive 

Sidama ethnic identity over time. 

The Sidama define their ethnic identity using dif-

ferent terms and on the basis of different criteria. This 

study explores three commonly used criteria: descent, 

history, and tradition. The process of Sidama ethnic 

identification passed through a turbulent phase during 

the incorporation of the Sidama into the ñmodernò 

Ethiopian empire in the late nineteenth century. After 
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the incorporation of the Sidama, the government voci-

ferously denounced and marginalized the traditional 

institutions of the Sidama and introduced state-spon-

sored institutions such as the ñchurchò and ñmodern 

education.ò This forced Sidama traditions to be prac-

tised ñunder the radarò and led to feelings of resistance 

against the administration. However, as will be argued 

in this study, this turbulent phase evolved into a re-

source among the Sidama for promoting and deepen-

ing dimensions of identification, and inextricably be-

came a part of future discourse with regard to Sidama 

identification. 

 

Priest, Chinyere Felicia: The Conversion of Igbo to 

Islam. A Study of Religious Change in a Christian 

Heartland. Carlisle: Langham Monographics, 2020. 

200 pp. ISBN 978-1-78368-779-4 (pbk) 

Often considered a Christian heartland in Nigeria, 

Igboland has recently seen a dramatic increase in Igbo 

Christians converting to Islam. Yet, despite this rapid 

change, there has been minimal research into the 

growth of Islam in the area and the implications this 

has for Christianity in the region. 

Addressing this need, Dr Chinyere Felicia Priest 

provides a detailed exploration of Igbo convertsô rea-

sons for conversion through skilful analysis of in-

depth ethnographic interviews with thirty converts, 

considering their social, religious, and familial back-

grounds. This unique study sheds much-needed light 

on the role of intellectual factors in the conversion 

experiences of many newly Muslim Igbos and chal-

lenges previous ideas of monetary and social influ-

ences as primary motivations for conversion. As a re-

sult of her examination of these conversion experi-

ences, Dr Priest calls for serious intellectual engage-

ment of biblical doctrine within the Igbo church and 

highlights the need for ministers and missiologists to 

better disciple and equip Christians to adequately en-

gage with Muslim objections to the gospel and give a 

reasoned defence of their faith. The vulnerability of 

many Igbo Christians will continue to result in con-

verts to Islam unless the church heeds the lessons 

learned from this research and outlined in this book. 

Egodi Uchendu: Chinyere Felicia Priestôs book is a 

must-read for scholars and students of religion in Af-

rica and all those interested in patterns of religious 

change. Building on ethnographic field research in 

Igboland, Nigeriaôs dominant Christian homeland, the 

author succinctly explores the reasons behind the con-

version of Igbo Christians to Islam. In doing this, she 

leaves no one in doubt of the diverse results for 

religious realignments in any environment and among 

different people groups. 

 

 


